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Abstract

This study investigates the use of kinayah (figurative language) in Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 187,
particularly the phrase “Hunna libasun lakum wa antum libasun lahunna” (They are a garment
for you, and you are a garment for them). Employing a qualitative content analysis, the research
explores the form, meaning, and function of this kinayah and its role in reinforcing the Qur’an’s

moral and aesthetic dimensions. The metaphor of “garment” conveys marriage as a bond of
intimacy, mutual protection, and complementarity, while emphasizing emotional and spiritual
comfort, cooperation, and shared responsibility core values in Islam. Findings show that the use
of kinayah not only enriches Qur’anic eloquence but also deepens its ethical message, making it
relevant across traditional and contemporary contexts. This study contributes to the field of
balaghah by expanding the understanding of Qur’anic metaphorical expression.

Keywords Kinayah; Al-Baqarah 187; Balaghah
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